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EDITOR’S NOTES 313

Community Médiation: Reflections on a Quarter Century 315
of Practice
Scott Bradley, Melinda Smith

Guest editors for this spécial issue, ihe authors describe the 
emergence and development of community médiation in the United 
States. They also identify the issues and challenges facing community 
médiation in the coming years.

Reflections on Past Successes and Future Challenges: Three Perspectives 321 
Liz O’Brien, Betty McManus, Chetyl Cutrona, Harry M. Boertzel 

Liz O’Brien and Betty McManus of the San Diego Médiation Center 
describe how commercial médiation services are used to support the 
activities of a traditional community médiation center. Cheryl Cutrona 
of the Good Shepherd Médiation Program in Philadelphia traces the 
development of a community médiation center that has expanded the 
scope of its activities over its sixteen-year history while retaining the 
founding values of peace, social justice, and réconciliation. Harry M.
Boertzel of the Oakland Médiation Center, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, 
identifies the fundamental principles of opération that guide the 
activities of this community médiation center.

Community Médiation Centers: Renewing the Civic Mission 331
for the Twenty-First Century 
Raymond Shonholtz

This article traces the political foundation of the community 
movement and argues that community médiation centers continue to 
have a unique opportunity to affect matters of social justice by 
influencing social change through their programs.



Understanding Public Disputes Resolution in Community Médiation 341
Andrew M. Sachs

Increasingly, community médiation centers are providing a 
consensus-building process for the management of public disputes.
The author provides examples to support the involvement of 
community médiation centers in these activities.

Community Médiation and the Court System: The Ties That Bind 351
Timothy Hedeen, Patrick G. Coy

There has been a long and constructive relationship between 
community médiation centers and the court system. That connection 
has not, however, been without problems. The authors explore both 
the benefits and challenges of the working relationship between the 
centers and the courts.

Diversity in Community Médiation: A Conversation with 369
Janice Tudy-Jackson and Roberto Chené 
Melinda Smith

The author provided the question for the two key participants in the 
évolution of community médiation. The transcript of this 
conversation focuses on the ability of community médiation centers 
to sustain the ideals and values on which they were founded.
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Attorneys’ Negotiation Stratégies in Médiation: Business as Usual? 377
Elizabeth Ellen Gordon

Increasingly attorneys are conducting negotiations to resolve légal 
disputes through the médiation process. This article présents the 
results of a study that considered whether médiation has the potential 
to affect the ways in which attorneys conduct their negotiations.

Current Issues Facing the Practice of Environmental Médiation 391
Susan L. Senecah

The potential conflict among party self-determination, informed 
décision making, and neutrality, among other ethical and practice 
dilemmas confronting mediators dealing with environmental 
disputes, is explored in this article.
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