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EDITOR’S n o t e s

RESEARCH

The Impact of Victim-Offender Médiation:
A Cross-National Perspective
Mark S. Umbreit, Robert B. Coates, Ann Warner Roberts

In an effort to examine the scope and impact of victim-offender 
médiation programs, the authors conducted a research project that 
examined the range of programs and practices in the United States, 
Canada, and England.

Examining and Responding to Conflict Between African American 
and Jewish American Students on a College Campus 
Warren J. Blumenfeld, Usa D. Robinson

The authors describe a research project to investigate the nature of 
the relationship between African American and Jewish American 
students; they present the results of their study and the design of a 
course developed to improve relations between these groups.

PRACTICE

What It Means to Be Sorry: The Power of Apology in Médiation 
Cari D. Schneider

The rôle of apology in divorce médiation is often alluded to but 
seldom explored in depth. The author considers whether and how 
mediators might invite and support opportunities for apology.

The Party of the Last Part: Ethical and Process Implications for 
Children in Divorce Médiation 
Bruce Menin

How mediators respond to the challenge of maintaining neutrality 
while responding to the needs of children of divorcing parents 
continues to stir controversy and debate. In this article, the author 
suggests process options for mediators to ensure that children’s needs 
are addressed.



THEORY

Relational Transformation in Médiation: Following Constitutive and 
Regulative Rules 
Erling 0 . Jorgensen

In this article, the author describes how mediators can analyze and 
effectively employ the implicit rules that individuals use to ascribe 
meaning to situations and to determine action.
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