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Susanne Krasmann
University of Hamburg. Germany

Abstract

Contrary to the prevailing debate on the governance of security with its focus on

emergency and exception. a Foucauldian perspective enables us to capture how law

transforms in a rather gradual and unnoticed manner. As a practice.law constitutes itself

through knowledge. Relying upon knowledge. it is notoriously susceptible to security

matters.This will be iIIustrated by analysing the rationality of pre-emptive action that is

facilitated by automated surveillance technologies.Taking a recent torture debate as an

extreme example elucidates that a conception of law as practice also serves as a tool of

critique and articulating dissent.

Keywords

Foucault, governing security. governmentality. knowledge production. legal theory

Introduction: containing security government

Our political world today cannot be imagined without law. Law authorizes and regulates

"governmental action, in particular the resort to force. With the rule of law and a

'onsiderable range of citizens' and human rights, the civilized world prides itself on

iVing established a regime of stability and a framework for claiming one's rights.

,emarkably, across different models ofeither rather centralized or pluralist environments

democratic authority, political crises, particularly in the face of terrorist threats since
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