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Letters

“A bench happily filled:” some historical reflections on
the Supreme Court appointment process

Politics and “balancing representation” may play a major
role in the selection of Supreme Court justices, but the

quality of those appointed has been consistently high.

Drawing a line on freedom of the press: the Burger
Court picks up the chalk

The Court will permit no prior censorship, but it will also
not grant the media any privileges, such as right of access,
denied the general public.

The spirit of dissent
Dissenting opinions function analogously to acts of civil
disobedience in bringing about needed changes.

Access to legal services: examining common
assumptions

The decision to hire a lawyer involves factors other than
socioeconomic status, a recent study suggests.

Books

“Somebody is Lying,” The Story of Dr. X., by Myron
Farber

The American Codification Movement: A Study in
Antebellum Legal Reform, by Charles M. Cook

Plea Bargaining: An American Way of Justice, film
narrated by Bill Movyers, produced by Robert Thurber
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