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Letters
Women in the judiciary: an introduction

Women on the bench: a brief history

In 1870 the first woman was named to the bench in the U.S.
But it would be more than 100 years before women began to
achieve any significant representation in the judiciary.

Women on the state bench: their characteristics

and attitudes about judicial selection

In 1980 the typical woman state judge was 48, white, a
moderate to liberal Democrat with six years on the bench and
a private law school education. And, in most-cases, tended to
think the selection system that put her on the bench
produced the best judiciary.

Women on the federal bench: a comparative profile

An unprecedented number of women sit on the federal bench
today, and, a study shows, they differ from their male
colleagues in several important respects. But the impact of
these ‘differences’ on decisonmaking remains to be seen.

Women as Supreme Court candidates: from Florence Allen
to Sandra O’Connor

America was not ready for a woman on the Supreme Court
when a well-qualified Florence Allen was available in the
1930s. But by 1981, America had changed its mind.
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Women in Law by Cynthia Fuchs Epstein
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