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Letters
On affirmative action and opinion-writing

An introduction to this issue

Analyzing court delay-reduction programs:

why do some succeed?

Courts in four cities reduced delay, often dramatically, says a
new evaluation study, and what is striking is that they
achieved their results in very different ways.

Who sets the pace of litigation

in urban trial courts?

It’s the legal community together—not any single actor—
which determines the speed at which cases should be
processed, and their consensus makes it difficult to move
cases any faster than ‘normal.’

Measuring the pace of civil litigation

in federal and state trial courts

Using techniques such as survival analysis, we can compare
the rate at which courts terminate cases, identify the pace of
litigation for different kinds of cases and different courts, and
see which stages of the litigation process contribute most to
what is often called ‘delay.’

A postscript on delay and its future

Focus
New efforts in 17 states to expand camera coverage of courts.
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