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Letters
Readers react to the proposal to limit judicial immunity

Query
Would a residency program improve lawyer competency?

The hidden consequences of court unification

A city-county court merger in Athens, Georgia, resulted in a
new court whose policies fit the preferences of its rural
constituents better than its urban ones.

Media coverage of the courts:

improving but still not adequate

The major problem, says one reporter, is that the media
‘focus largely on the result—who won or lost—and not on
the system, the process.’

Examining the claims of a small claims court:

a Florida case study

A survey of the Tallahassee court shows that businesses make
far more use of the court than individuals do, and citizens
sometimes need help in preparing their cases.

Focus ,

New roles for nonlawyers in bar associations; praise for the
federal Speedy Trial Act; and Reagan’s decision to abolish
the U.S. Circuit Judge Nominating Commission.

Books

Law Clerks and the Judicial Process: Perceptions of the
Qualities and Functions of Law Clerks in American Courts
by John Bilyeu Oakley and Robert S. Thompson

Democracy and Distrust: A Theory ‘of Judicial Review
by John Hart Ely
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