THE VENICE COMMISSION

The European Commission for Democracy through
Law, also known as the Venice Commission, was
established in 1990 pursuant to a Partia! Agree-
ment of the Council of Europe. It is a consultative
body which co-operates with member States of the
Council of Europe and with non-member States. It
is composed of independent experts in the fields of
law and political science whose main tasks are the
following:

- to help new Central and Eastern Europe demo-
cracies to set up new political and legal infras-
tructures;
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- to reinforce existing democratic structures;

- to promote and strengthen principles and
institutions which represent the bases of true
democracy.

The activities of the Venice Commission comprise,
inter alia, research, seminars and legal opinions on
issues of constitutional reform, electoral laws and
the protection of minorities, as well as the
collection and dissemination of case-law in matters
of constitutional law from Constitutional Courts and
other courts.

Latvia......coooeieereec 399
LieChtenstein .....c..ccccvir it 400
Lithuania........cccccocvevnienmrinenseccscs e 401
Malta ....cooer e 408
MOIAOVA........e vt 408
Netherlands..........cccccvrveeeeinccrceic et 413
NOTWAY .....oovviiieriicrerer et 416
Poland..........oooeeee e 419
Portugal. ... e 424
ROMANIA........cccuererrrrriree e 425
RUSSI ..ccvoviie e 426
SIOVENIA ...t e 426
South AffiCa.......ccvcrniinnn 433
SPAIN ....oocvcveieirrerie et eee et 438
SWELRN ..o 457, 458
Switzerand...........ococvvic 459
“The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”......463
UKraing......cooviiveirseice e 466
United States of America .......cccoovvnncinnnncccnnee 467
European Court of Human Rights...............cccvceene. 469
Systematic thesaurus............ccocccvvvececrineneccnenn, 475
Alphabetical index...............ccooeevrveneciniirneeeeereen 491




5
2
9]
2
P

3
5]
n
)
9]

i

JE DT




