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Constitution Watch
Country-by-country updates on constitutional politics in Central and Eastern Europe.

Special Reports: Crisis in Russia

Dwight Semler on the events leading up to the April referendum; viewpoints on the vote and its significance
from Andrei Kortunov, Sergei Parkhomenko and others; Stephen Holmes on Yeltsin’s new draft constitu-
tion; Edward Walker on the conflict between Moscow and the regions.

From the Center
Conferences upcoming in Europe; a Russian Review; acknowledgment of support, &c.
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Focus: THE NEw CoNSTITUTIONAL COURTS

The New Courts: An Overview Herman Schwartz
Eastern Europe’s new institutions of judicial review have plunged into some of the
most difficult issues involved in building free societies.

Russia: Chief Justice as Judicial Politician Robert Sharlet
Valery Zorkin has tried to be both legal arbiter and political mediator. Can he succeed?

Poland: Constitutionalism Within Limits Mark F. Brzezinski
Created during the Communist era, Poland’s Constitutional Tribunal struggles to
carve out a new role for itself.

Hungary: Safeguarding the Transition Ethan Klingsberg
How the Hungarian Constitutional Court has prevented any one faction from
placing its imprint on the passage to democracy.

Bulgaria: A Self-Restricting Court Rumyana Kolarova
Bulgaria’s Court is unwilling and unable to resolve the nation’s most divisive issues.

Albania: The Tribunal in Tirana John Paul Jones
The Albanian Constitutional Court rewrites a statute, forthrightly.

Fault Lines in Warsaw Michael Dixon
A look at two issues dividing Polish political life.

Senate, Anyone? Vojtech Cepl & David Franklin
The real reason behind the Czech upper house.
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